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Email
It was a wise man who said news ¡is a
conversation, Let's talk, Please
comment on what moves you .If you
email me, I might want to quote frm it.
Unless you tell me it's pnvate, I honor
confidences.

Local Interest
(shallowcenter)
A List Of Things Thrown Five Minutes
Ago
A Smoke-Filled Room
Afro-Netizen TM

artblog
Attytood
Balls, Sticks and Stuff
Blankbaby
blonde sagacity
Citizen Mom
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January 17, 2006

(( Back In Time I Main I Tie Rubins ))

Happy Birthday ,Blog Daddy

Happy birthday to Ben Franklin, the
nation's first blogger.

Not so far a stretch, really. He
pamfleteered, self-published,
delivered colonial dish, news and
opinion, sampled other's work and
remixed it into his own mash,

He wrote anonymously, or under
pseudonyms, Instead of posting
daily, he squirreled away his words

and published them in an almanac,

Doesn't this sound familiar?

In 1732 I first published my Almanack, under the name of
Richard Saunders; it was continued by me about twenty-five
years, commonly called "Poor Richards Almanac." I

http://blogs.philly..comllinq/2006/01lben_online.html
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Good Grief! Does this blog make my
butt look big
How Appealing
iFlipFlop
phily
Philly Future
Sarcasmo's Comer
The All Spin Zone
The700level.com
slacktivist
Suburban Guerrilla
The Rittenhouse Review
Philebrity
Philadelphia Weather
Above Average Jane
Beerleaguer
Philyist
Philadelphia Will Do

PoliSci
skippy the bush kangaroo
pandagon
Igf the terrble infanl speaks
The Daily Howler
The American Times
Oliver Wills
Instapundit
Informed Comment
Eschaton
Daily Kos

Foreign P.O,V.

signandsighl
Der Spiegel Online

ii Guardian Unlimited Newsblog
Global Voices Online
Economisl.com
BeriinBites

Media Mania
Bayosphere
Blogspotting - BusinessWeek Online
CJR Daily Home
First Draft by Tim Porter
Hypergene MediaBlog

Online Journalism Review

endeavored to make it both entertaining and useful, and it
accordingly came to be in such demand that i reaped
considerable profit from it, vending annually near ten thousand.
And obseNing that it was generally read, scarce any
neighborhood in the province being without it, I considered it as
a proper vehicle for conveying instruction among the common
people, who brought scarcly any other books, I therefore filed
all the little spaces that occurred between the remarkable days
in the calendar with proverbial sentences, chiefly such as
inculcated industry and frugality as the means of procuring
wealth and thereby securing virtue; it being more difficult for a
man in want to act always honestly as, to use here one of those
proverbs, it is hard for an empty sack to stand upright,

All except for the profitable part.

Ok, this is not an original idea. Josh Peterson, co-founder of the
company that created the 43 Things site, has pod cast about
Ben, the blogger. He sees modern-day Franklins in Lawrence
Lessig and Robert Scobie.

Peterson wrote Blinq by emaìl:

Franklin was the consummate amateur - someone who pursues
their interests out ora love for the thing, not as a recognized
expert - and that sort of amateurism gave us the lending library,
the volunteer fire department, swim fins, and most of Franklin's
accomplishments in diplomacy and science. Today, the web
provides the premiere opportunity to practice this sort of
amateurism, What starts as a google search and ends in a blog
post opens the doors to amateur journalism. A way to trade Pez
dispensers with others passionate about collectables turns into
eBay, a mailng list for friends can turn into Craigslist, and a _
democratic idea like using "who links to whoml/ as a way for
ranking results in a search engine provides the idea that makes
Google great,

htt://blogs.phily .comllinq/2006/0 l/ben _ online.htm
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Poynter Online - Romenesko
PressThink
Reflections of a Newsosaur
editorsweblog,org

One-stop
BuzzMachine,.. by Jeff Jarvis
Daypop Top 40 Links
DeepBlog
Joho the Blog
PubSub
Technorati
The Command Post - A Newsblog
Collective
The Huffngton Post The Front Page

Arts, Culture, Cheap Thrils
stereogum
songsillinois
said the gramophone
music (for robots)
largehearted boy
Wonketle
WFMU's Beware of the Blog
THE TOFU HUT
Spoilt Victonan Child
Jazz And Conversation
Gawker
Fluxblog
Blogcntics,org
ArtsJoumal Blog Central
Arts and L'etters Daily

It's Technical
Slashdot News for nerds, stuff that
matters
Gizmodo
Dynamist Blog

Baing Boing: A Directory of Wonderfl
Things

Recent Posts
Dark And Treeless
The iRubins
Happy Birtday, Blog Daddy

Dave McNamee has blogged about blogger Ben:

The arguments that he crafted in his written works helped him
accomplish great things throughout his life. i think blogging can
do the same thing for a person if they put some thought into it.

Blog seer Doc Searls has said it. So has legal blogger, J, Craig
Williams, who opined, and somewhat debatedly: all bloggers
are journalists, All we have to do is rely on precedent. You
know - go back in time at bit. Thanks, Ben Franklin, for the
reminder that one persn can be writer, printer and publisher all
rolled into one.

Finally, read Rex Hammock: Someone. and I can promise it
won't be me, should adapt the works of Franklin into a blog
format. If ever there was a blogger ahead of his time, it was
Benjamin Franklin, He even wrote under multiple pseudonyms
so that he could debate himself (and, as some of the persnas
were female, herself).

Now there's a profitable idea,

Posted by Daniel Rubin at 12:00 AM in Weblogs
Permalink

Track Back

TrackBack URL for this entry:
http://w.typepad.comltltrackback/4054 753

Listed below are links to weblogs that reference Happy
Birthday, Blog Daddy:

)) Ben Franklin: The Nation's First Blogger from Phily Future
Blinq observes the birthday of Ben Franklin, noting some
similarities between Ben and modern day bloggers, Given

http://blogs.phily.com/linq/2006/0 l/ben_ online.html
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Back In Time
For The Man Who Has 'Everything
Donovan Fans
Tune In, Turn On
Broad Street Review
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A Stranger In The Dark
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blinq =

a contraction of blog and Inquirer, Fast.
but not ephemeral, And it's part of the
newspaper, the filtered, mainstram
aggregator that pays me:

The Point
I cover the blogosphere, trawling the
millons of sites of vaunted wisdom and
unvarnished pablum so you don't have
to,

A Disclaimer

This site contains links to other Web
sites, We have no control over the
content or privacy practces of those
sites,

Syndicate this site 1~4"~J

Add me to your TypePad People list

Powered by TypePad
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Philly's rich offerings to the blogosphere, I guess it makes
sense, (Read Morel

Tracked on Jan17, 2006 2:01:07 AM

Comments

It doesn't matter who you are or what you do - if you live in this
city, Ben Franklin had an impact on you,

Posted by: Wade 81gs091 Jan 17, 2006 1:41:37 AM
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