Bling: Happy Birthday, Blog Daddy

Page 1 of 5

Don't 5it in the classroom.
M Kitchen Academy offers a fresh approach
ta professional cooking.
3 . " L "
’ i - g 3 i . .
i g Hands-on cooking from day one. | KITCHEN ACADENY™
i wwwikiteensead iemyfcom , Eam your Professional CiZinary Diploma in as few as 30 weeks. HOLLYWOOD
Daniel Rubin January 2006
" Reporter at the « Back In Time | Main | The Rubins » Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Philadelphia inquirer 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
| since 1988, exceptrom | January 17, 2006
2000 10 2003, when | & 9 10 11 12 13 14
 Was Knight Ridder's Ha Birthday, Blog Dadd; 15 16 17 18 19 20 A
European PPy ys 9 y 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
correspondent, based in Berlin. 20 30 31
Latest job: covering the business of Happy birthday to Ben Franklin, the
entertainment. .,
View my complete profile nation’s first bloQger' Advertisements
Email Not so far a stretch, really. He
It was a wise man who said news is a pamfleteered, self-published,
2:‘::‘:;"::;r:ts'£:e:'::ﬁf you delivered colonial dish, news and
email me, | might want to quote from it. opin.lon, sqmpie§ other's work and
Unless you tell me it's private. | honor remixed it into his own mash.
confidences.
Local Interest He wrote anonymously, or under
[shallowcentar] ps.eudonyms: Instead of posting
A List Of Things Thrown Five Minutes daily, he squirreled away his words
Ago and published them in an almanac.
A Smoke-Filled Room
Afro-Netizen™
artblog Doesn't this sound familiar?
Attytood
Balls, Sticks and Stuff . )
Blankbaby In 1732 | first published my Aimanack, under the name of
blonde sagacity Richard Saunders; it was continued by me about twenty-five
gg:ff;a"::;m years, commonly called “Poor Richard’s Aimanac.” |
1/17/2006

http://blogs.philly.com/bling/2006/01/ben_online. html




Bling: Happy Birthday, Blog Daddy

Good Grief! Does this blog make my
butt look big

How Appealing

iFlipFlop

philly

Philly Future
Sarcasmo's Corner

The Ali Spin Zone
The700Level.com
slacktivist

Suburban Guerrilla

The Rittenhouse Review
Philebrity

Philadelphia Weather
Above Average Jane
Beerleaguer

Phillyist

Philadelphia Will Do

Poli Sci

skippy the bush kangaroo
pandagon

Igf the terrible infant speaks
The Daily Howler

The American Times

Oliver Willis

instapundit

informed Comment
Eschaton

Daily Kos

Foreign P.O.V.

signandsight
{ Der Spiegel Online

{ Guardian Unlimited Newsblog
| Global Voices Online

| Economist.com
| BerlinBites

| Media Mania

| Bayosphere

| Blogspotting - BusinessWeek Online

CJR Daily Home

First Draft by Tim Porter
Hypergene MediaBlog
Online Journalism Review

endeavored to make it both entertaining and useful, and it
accordingly came to be in such demand that | reaped
considerable profit from it, vending annually near ten thousand.
And observing that it was generally read, scarce any
neighborhood in the province being without it, | considered it as
a proper vehicle for conveying instruction among the common
people, who brought scarcely any other books. | therefore filled
all the little spaces that occurred between the remarkable days
in the calendar with proverbial sentences, chiefly such as
inculcated industry and frugality as the means of procuring
wealth and thereby securing virtue; it being more difficult for a
man in want to act always honestly as, to use here one of those
proverbs, it is hard for an empty sack to stand upright.

All except for the profitable part.

Ok, this is not an original idea. Josh Peterson, co-founder of the
company that created the 43 Things site, has podcast about
Ben, the blogger. He sees modern-day Franklins in Lawrence
Lessig and Robert Scoble.

Peterson wrote Bling by email:

Franklin was the consummate amateur - someong who pursues
their interests out of a love for the thing, not as a recognized

| expert - and that sort of amateurism gave us the lending library,

the volunteer fire department, swim fins, and most of Franklin's
accomplishments in diplomacy and science. Today, the web
provides the premiere opportunity to practice this sort of
amateurism. What starts as a google search and ends in a blog
post opens the doors to amateur journalism. A way to trade Pez
dispensers with others passionate about collectables turns into
eBay, a mailing list for friends can turn into Craigslist, and a
democratic idea like using "who links to whom" as a way for
ranking results in a search engine provides the idea that makes
Google great.
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Dave McNamee has blogged about blogger Ben:

The arguments that he crafted in his written works helped him
accomplish great things throughout his life. | think blogging can
do the same thing for a person if they put some thought into it.

Blog seer Doc Searls has said it. So has legal blogger, J. Craig
Williams, who opined, and somewhat debatedly: all bloggers
are journailists. All we have to do is rely on precedent. You
know - go back in time at bit. Thanks, Ben Frankliin, for the
reminder that one person can be writer, printer and publisher all
rolled into one.

Finally, read Rex Hammock: Someone, and { can promise it
won't be me, should adapt the works of Franklin into a blog
format. If ever there was a blogger ahead of his time, it was
Benjamin Frankiin. He even wrote under multiple pseudonyms
so that he could debate himself (and, as some of the personas
were female, herself).

Now there's a profitable idea.

Posted by Daniel Rubin at 12:00 AM in Weblogs
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Listed below are links to weblogs that reference Happy
Birthday, Blog Daddy:

» Ben Franklin: The Nation's First Blogger from Philly Future
Bling observes the birthday of Ben Franklin, noting some
similarities between Ben and modern day bloggers. Given
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